CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1 . A method for synchronizing data comprising: 

establishing a wireless communications channel between a first mobile computer device 
belonging to a workgroup and a second device ; 

determining if the second device belongs to the workgroup of the first device; 

if the second device belongs to the workgroup of the first device, then receiving data at the 
first device from the second device through the wireless communications channel; and 

resolving conflicts between the received data and data of the first device. 

2. The method of Claim 1, wherein establishing a channel comprises polling from the 
first device on a communications channel for a second device from which to obtain data. 

3 . The method of Claim 1 , wherein establishing a channel comprises scanning a radio 
channel for transmissions from other devices. 

4. The method of Claim 1 , wherein establishing a channel comprises receiving 
identification signals at the first device sent in response to a polling message and wherein 
determining if the second device belongs to the same workgroup comprises comparing an 
identification signal from the second device to a list of identification signals at the first device. 

5. The method of Claim 1 , wherein establishing a channel comprises broadcasting a 
polling message and receiving acknowledgement messages sent in response. 

6. The method of Claim 1, further comprising overwriting data of the first device using 
the received data. 

7. The method of Claim 1, wherein determining if the second device belongs to the 
workgroup of the first device comprises determining at the first device if the second device belongs 
to the workgroup of the first device 
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1 8. The method of Claim 1 , wherein resolving conflicts comprising comparing a date of 

2 the received data to a date of the data of the first device. 

1 9. The method of Claim 1, wherein resolving conflicts comprises displaying any 

2 conflicting data to a user with a request for the user to indicate how to resolve the conflict. 

1 1 0. The method of Claim 1 , wherein the second device is coupled to a server in a network 

2 and wherein the received data comprises a modification to a file on the server. 

J 1 L The method of Claim 1 , wherein the second device comprises a mobile computer 

Jf device and wherein the received data comprises data received by the second device from a server in a 

2f network. 

y| 12. The method of Claim 1, wherein the second device comprises a mobile computer 

«'2 system and wherein the received data comprises data entered by a user, 
ft 13. The method of Claim 1 , further comprising: 

establishing a connection with a server on a network; 

synchronizing the received data with the server. 

1 14. The method of Claim 13, wherein establishing a connection with a server comprises 

2 transmitting a server access request message and receiving an access request acknowledgment from 

3 the server. 

1 15. The method of Claim 13, wherein establishing a connection with a server comprises 

2 scanning for a server broadcast message containing a server identification signal; comparing the 

3 server identification signal to an stored identification; and if the server identification signal 

4 corresponds to the stored identification, then transmitting an access request message to the server. 

1 1 6. The method of claim 1 , further comprising; 

2 identifying further devices based on the polling; 

3 obtaining data from the further devices; 
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resolving conflicts between the obtained data and data of the first device; and 
overwriting data of the first device using the obtained data. 

1 7. A machine-readable medium having stored thereon data representing sequences of 
instructions which, when executed by a machine, cause the machine to perform operations 
comprising: 

establishing a wireless communications channel between a first mobile computer device 
belonging to a workgroup and a second device; 

determining if the second device belongs to the workgroup of the first device; 

if the second device belongs to the workgroup of the first device, then receiving data at the 
first device from the second device through the wireless communications channel; and 

resolving conflicts between the received data and data of the first device. 

18. The medium of Claim 1 7, wherein the instructions causing the machine to perform 
operations comprising establishing a channel further comprise instructions causing the machine to 
perform operations comprising receiving identification signals at the first device sent in response to a 
polling message and wherein the instructions causing the machine to perform operations comprising 
determining if the second device belongs to the same workgroup further comprise instructions 
causing the machine to perform operations comprising comparing an identification signal from the 
second device to a list of identification signals at the first device. 

1 9. The medium of Claim 1 7, wherein the instructions causing the machine to perform 
operations comprising establishing a channel further comprise instructions causing the machine to 
perform operations comprising broadcasting a polling message and receiving acknowledgement 
messages sent in response. 

20. The medium of Claim 17, wherein the second device is coupled to a server in a 
network and wherein the received data comprises a modification to a file on the server. 
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1 21. The medium of Claim 1 7, further comprising instructions causing the machine to 

2 perform operations comprising: 

3 establishing a connection with a server on a network; 

4 synchronizing the received data with the server. 

1 22. An apparatus comprising: 

2 a data file memory; 

3 an input device to receive data file changes for storage in the data file memory; 

# a wireless communication interface to e xchange data file changes with other devices in a 
computer system network; 

jj a workgroup identification memory to use in determining if other devices in the network 

3 belong to a workgroup; 

jjji a processor coupled to the wireless communication interface, the workgroup identification 

$ memory and the data file memory to command the wireless communication interface to establish 

1 P connections with other devices in the network and transmit data file changes to other devices with 

1 1 which a connection is established after a data file change is made to the data file memory. 

1 23 . The apparatus of Claim 22 wherein the workgroup identification memory contains 

2 identification numbers of other devices in the workgroup. 

1 24. The apparatus of Claim 22 wherein the input device comprises a user input device. 

1 25 . The apparatus of Claim 22, further comprising a scanner in the wireless 

2 communication interface to listen for polling signals from other devices received through the 

3 wireless communication interface and wherein the processor is operable to compare received polling 

4 signals with values in the workgroup identification memory and to communicate data file changes to 

5 other devices in the workgroup from which polling signals are received. 
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